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Join Jack Graham and 

John Pedersen in the 

beautiful Katmai region of 

Alaska for an incredible 

experience photographing 

grizzly bears in their 

natural habitat as well as 

the Alaskan landscape. 

We will be guided by the best guides in the region and be in areas few others ever travel to. We will; be 

in the ultimate location for the ultimate experience in photographing these marvelous animals as the 

dive into the rivers to catch the plentiful sockeye salmon. This wilderness area is sparsely populated. The 

bears rule the land here and humans have adapted to respect the bears for what they are. As a result, 

the bears have little fear of humans since they are the kings in this wilderness. You’ll capture images of 

these magnificent creatures as close as 15 to 20 feet away!   

Each day we’ll be flown into the Alaskan wilderness by float plane (we have the best and most 

experienced pilots with us) and guided to the best locations. A trip to Brooks Falls is also on our 

itinerary. 

We are limiting this trip to only eight attendees. Accommodations are double occupancy only in private 

cabins. Breakfast and dinner is shared at the lodge (the food is great!). Box lunches are included when 

we are in the field. 

Each evening we’ll download our images and provide comprehensive discussions regarding composition, 

seeing images and the formulation of artful photography. In addition to getting you to the right 

locations we’ll make sure your photographic skills are developed as well.  While at our locations, we’ll 

help you both technically, developing proper field techniques and help you to bring out your best 

creative photography.   

The activity level for this workshop is moderate with possible field locations that may involve hiking over 
uneven ground to the photographic location. Waders and Boots are provided and included in the 

http://jackgrahamphoto.com/workshop/alaska-landscape-bears/
https://jackgraham.photoshelter.com/index/G0000B9b3L1mhDng
http://www.jackgrahamphoto.com/
http://www.jpedersenphotography.com/


workshop cost.  Please be aware of this activity level before registering. If you have question regarding 
your ability to be part of this experience in Alaska, please contact my office. 

Thank you for your consideration and interest. Check out a short video from last year! Click 
HERE and please read John ‘s blog entries, included in the text of this document. 

Jack Graham & John Pedersen 

 

Co-Leader John Pederson has compiles an extensive diary of our trip last year. If you really want a 
hands-on idea of what to expect give it a good read! Warning: --after reading this you’ll want to leave 

immediately for Alaska!  CLICK HERE to read Johns article. 

 

Our lodge and base of operations is only about a 15-minute 

ride from the airport in Iliamna Alaska. (Lat: 59.75 Lon:-

154.91) and is nestled between Katmai National Park, Lake 

Clark National Park and Bristol Bay. We are surrounded by 18 

million acres of road less wilderness. Majestic Lake Iliamna is 

Alaska's largest. This watershed has the world's largest 

salmon migration with over 12 million salmon returning to 

spawn every summer. 

  

Image below © John Pedersen 

This is the best location on Planet Earth to observe 

and photograph the giant coastal grizzlies (brown 

bears). In this pristine wilderness, you will watch 

bears fishing for salmon, digging for clams, eating 

sedge grasses or grazing blueberries on the alpine 

tundra. If we get lucky, depending on the weather 

and timing we’ll also visit one of the world’s only 

photographable walrus pods on a remote Baring 

Sea beach. As well we’ll visit traditional native 

villages or historic homesteads, raft or jet boat on wild and scenic rivers. The options are limitless. 

https://vimeo.com/230010165
http://www.jackgrahamphoto.com/
http://www.jpedersenphotography.com/
https://jpedersenphotography.wordpress.com/2017/08/03/alaska-photo-trip-part-1/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjVo6HOpsXSAhXrhVQKHfw_AyAQjRwIBw&url=http://www.idcide.com/citydata/ak/iliamna.htm&psig=AFQjCNGoz22Is8pD4VqMvR_7XpuRSZBd0A&ust=1489007289961199


Our outfitter has 4 aircraft (2 float planes (sea 

planes) and 2 tundra-tire bush planes).  There are 

also 12 boats in different locations, including the 

Katmai Coast.! Our way to our shooting locations 

we’ll be flying over glaciers, active volcanoes, 

spectacular waterfalls and remote coast line. We are 

here to capture the landscape and the coastal grizzly 

bears and perhaps the walrus but wolf, lynx, moose, 

beaver, caribou, breaching whales, Dall sheep, seals, 

fox, sea otters, tundra swan, peregrine falcon and bald eagles are frequently observed. 

A team of experienced Alaska bush pilots and licensed guides will get us to where the bears are. We will 
not be stuck in one or two locations hoping grizzly bears or other wildlife will arrive. 

 

©John Pedersen 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiyiOzsnMXSAhVC12MKHdFNCTcQjRwIBw&url=http://thesavvyexplorer.com/southeast-alaska-float-plane-trip/&psig=AFQjCNFwYviqMYsKxu8DHpsVnWBTOxvFvA&ust=1489004686508117


 BEARS ARE SMART! Bears follow the food with salmon 

being their favorite. Salmon runs peak in different 

locations at different times. As the salmon begin to 

dwindle at one location, the bears move to new areas 

where the runs are peaking. The bears often move 20 

miles in a single day. Using the 4 aircraft available to us. 

(And boats too) we will follow the migration of the bears 

that are following their food source. We are pretty much guaranteed to see bears and other wildlife. At the 

end of the day we take you back to the comforts of our lodge. 

 

 

TRAVEL 
 

TRAVELLING TO ILIAMNA ALASKA 

TO ILIAMNA: 

Midafternoon flights to Iliamna depart around 3 PM. It’s 
a short flight to our destination where we will be picked 
up by our guides and taken a very short distance to our 
lodge on the north shore of Lake Iliamna. 

Please call Iliamna Air Taxi to book your flights 902-571-
1248 or 902-571-1445. The flight is about $480.00 round 
trip and IS NOT included in the workshop coast.  

You will need to be on the 3 pm flight from Anchorage to 
Iliamna Alaska on August 16th, 2017  

I will be arriving mid morning ( about 10:30 AM ) into Anchorage from Seattle on 8/16 

 

FROM ILIAMNA. We will return to Anchorage on the 2 PM flight from Iliamna to Anchorage on August 
21st. For those on the west coast this it usually plenty of time to make connections home. Those in 
other parts of the mainland may need to stay the night in Seattle to make connections. 

 

 

http://iliamnaair.com/index.htm
http://volcano.si.edu/volcano.cfm?vn=313020
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://i.ytimg.com/vi/1JRvbLu0TSE/maxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3D1JRvbLu0TSE&docid=igAlA_3HJuV1IM&tbnid=uEJUPvfBwr3YAM:&vet=1&w=1280&h=720&bih=601&biw=1366&q=ILIAMNA&ved=0ahUKEwig4_bgpsXSAhXEjFQKHdCOCn8QMwhWKCcwJw&iact=mrc&uact=8


ACCOMMODATIONS: 

Our lodge is an up to date modern comfortable 

facility. A beautiful “Alaskan” style great room with 

a cozy atmosphere for you to enjoy spectacular 

lake and mountain views.  We will have a projector 

and screen to view our images as well. 

Each of our 5 Cabins has a private full bathroom 

and 2 beds. As there are only 5 cabins, this is a double occupancy event. 

WEATHER 

Normal high temperatures are in about 58-62 degrees during the day and around 45-50 in the evenings. 

Rain is always possible but the summer in Alaska has far less rain than the winter. Updates will go out as we 

get close to the trip. 

SUNRISE IS AT 6:15 a.m. AND SUNSET IS AT ABOUT 9:45 p.m. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiv8KaUp8XSAhXIjlQKHfOzADsQjRwIBw&url=https://fishlodges.com/lodge/?id%3D28&bvm=bv.148747831,d.cGw&psig=AFQjCNHCJY03BVGk7fT4E3nIObHA2cuiDQ&ust=1489007446461124
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ITINERARY 
 

Co-Leader John Pedersen has compiled blog entries from our trip last July. These are well worth reading. 
Please give them a good read as they will give you insight on each day’s activity and what you can expect 
coming in August 2018! 

Click HERE for John’s 2nd entry 
 

Click HERE for John’s 3rd Entry 
 

Click HERE for John’s 4th Entry 
 

Click HERE for John’s 5th Entry 
 
 

DAY 1 / JULY 16 ----Travel to Anchorage Alaska and fly to Iliamna, AK. This flight is at  

about 3 PM. so you may what to get into Anchorage the night before (July 15) Day 2 

• Arrive Iliamna, AK late afternoon 
• Cabin assignments, waders and boots provided to each participant for trip, and settling in to lodge 
• Discussion of proper procedures around bears and the float plane  
• Full dinner 
• Evening photography around lodge 

https://jpedersenphotography.wordpress.com/2017/08/07/alaska-photo-trip-part-2/
https://jpedersenphotography.wordpress.com/2017/08/09/alaska-photo-trip-part-3/
https://jpedersenphotography.wordpress.com/2017/08/11/alaska-photo-trip-part-4/


DAY 2 through 5   AUG 17-20 

Early AM breakfast, and lunches distributed for field 

• Full day in the field with instruction by Jack Graham 
• We will fly to Brooks Falls one of these days  TBD 
• Return to lodge 
• Download images. 
• Dinner at lodge 
• Image review and ideas on improving your work the next day as well as our goals and objectives for 

each of the following days. 
• A Good Night’s Sleep! 

DAY 6 AUG 21th.  

• Early AM breakfast, and checkout 
• ½ Day shoot, Clark River, Waterfall area via boat..TBD 
• Depart for Iliamna AK about 2:00 PM 
• Flight from Iliamna to Anchorage approx. 3PM 
• Either Depart Anchorage to home or stay in Anchorage and fly back on AUG 22, you’re call. 

 

INCLUDED: 

➢ All daily transportation from our lodge to all locations by bush plane and or boat. 
➢ Meals  

➢ Lodging , double occupancy only.–nights of AUG 16-20 (5 nights) 

➢  5 days of guided photography and instruction 

 



NOT INCLUDED 

➢ FLIGHTS from your destination to Anchorage as well as from Anchorage to Iliamna AK and return 

flights 
➢ Snacks, Liquor 

➢ Tips / staff gratuities, you will find that our staff is incredibly attentive to your needs and will 

work very hard for you. Tips are very much appreciated.  

➢ Gifts 

➢ Optional Tours (Brooks Falls etc.) 

➢ International airfare 

➢ Extra night(s) accommodations in Anchorage (before and or after workshop) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

WHAT TO BRING: 

 

In addition to the information found below please refer to co-leader John Pedersen’s extensive blog post 

on “what to bring”. John is also a Fuji shooter however focal length lenses etc. can be applied to any 

camera brand. Click HERE to read John’s great information. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://jpedersenphotography.wordpress.com/2017/09/07/alaska-photo-workshop-thoughts-on-gear/


Note: Waders and Boots are provided to each participant iff you don’t want to 

carry your own. Makes travelling to Alaska a lot easier! 

Once everyone has gathered at the lodge on night #1 orientation starts. This meeting makes sure all 

questions get answered. Next everyone gets fitted for state of the art Gortex waders and wading boots 

supplied by the lodge. If you have not tried this gear before you will be amazed. You can hike all day 

crossing streams and sitting in puddles and stay dry. This light weight gear is comfortable to wear and 

totally impervious to the weather. 

CLOTHING:  

It is rather important to assume that there will be some rain in the forecast this time of year. If it ends 

up being dry all the better, bet its better too err on the side of caution! With that in mind: 

1)  A good Gore Tex jacket and liner. just in case----mornings can be cool 
2) Be prepared that the AM can be cool to cold, however by noon if the sun is out it can be 60-65. A 

light jacket may be all you need during the day, but warmer cloths are suggested for the coast if we 
get out there for the walrus.                                                         

3)  Gloves that are warm and flexible might be good to have in the mornings. 
4)  HIKING BOOTS are recommended (again, Gore Tex if available) 
5) HEAD PROTECTION - Keeping your head warm in the mornings is important… and feels good! 
6)  Warm hiking socks 
7)  Headband & neckwear 
8) I will have sunscreen should we need it. 
It is always smart to bring some raingear just in case---PLEASE CHECK WEATHER UPDATES 
 
BOOTS:  Boots and waders are provided should you not want to bring your own. GOOD GORTEX hiking 
boots are strongly suggested!  Extra socks too. 

Alaska Mosquito Tips 

Mosquitos are Alaska’s state bird! 

If you do find yourself in a heavy congregation (mosquitoes seem to be most active at dawn and 

twilight), there are easy steps you can take to block out the nuisance:  

• Wearing loose cut long sleeve shirts and pants creates a physical barrier that keeps bugs away 

from your skin. Tighter weave cotton shirts and pants work better than more porous synthetics. 

• Wear khaki or neutral colors. Mosquitoes are attracted to dark colors, especially blue.  

• Don't use scented soaps, lotions, or shampoos. 

• If you're taking a multi-day backpacking or float trip, bring a head net for backup. 

• Use repellent. 

SUGGESTION: STAY AWAY FROM DEET: Even Alaskan river guides who spend weeks in the wilderness 

have made the choice to forgo DEET. 



The best DEET alternative I have found is Picaridin, sometimes referred to as the “DEET of Europe.” This 

synthetic compound doesn’t have as good of repellent qualities as DEET, but it works pretty darn well—

and it doesn’t damage fabrics like DEET, nor have the odor or oily feel, nor have the bad taste when 

applied to the skin. Brand names include Natrapel 8-Hr. Pump Spray, Sawyer Premium, Cutter 

Advanced, and Repel Smart Spray. 

Citronella has long been the best known natural alternative, and scientists are continually finding more 

herbs to ward off certain insects. Just be sure when looking at these herbal alternatives that they 

contain at least 10% of the active, insect-repelling ingredient. One of the better ones is Bite Blocker, an 

oil-based repellent laced with soybean oil, geranium oil, and coconut oil. Or try Avon's Skin-So-Soft Bug 

Guard, which contains IR3535, an amino acid. 

Permethrin-Treated Clothes, Like BuzzOff 

Permethrin is an odorless insect repellant formulation that binds to clothing. Many companies now offer 

insect repellant apparel, based on a formulation approved in 2003 by the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency. Their methods of treating everything from T-shirts to hats and pants keeps insects away (and 

can last up to 70 launderings) without the need to apply anything directly to your skin. You can find this 

insect repellent gear at most outdoor recreation retailers. Well-known brands include Ex Officio BuzzOff 

and Columbia Insect Blocker.  

You can also buy the chemical itself and treat your own clothing. One brand is Sawyer Permethrin Pump 

Spray. It won’t have the same saturation and bonding, but it will still last 2-4 weeks and survive a 

washing or two—long enough for most Alaska vacations. Note that permethrin is known to be toxic to 

cats. 

 
CAMERAS 

 If possible. I would bring two bodies just in case something goes wrong. Also consider bringing you 

instruction manual.  

 

LENSES:   

 I carry 20 MM to 400 MM lenses with teleconverters ( 1.4 and 2x) .Long lenses are needed for good bear 

photography ( at lease a 200mm with a teleconverter). The longer the better. 

MEMORY CARDS/ BACKUP DRIVES  

http://www.insectshield.com/Brands/
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.itechnews.net/wp-content/uploads/2007/04/Toshiba-USB-20-portable-drive.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.itechnews.net/2007/04/18/toshiba-usb-20-portable-external-hard-drive/&h=350&w=350&sz=10&hl=en&start=15&tbnid=pn4XxgsnaVzQwM:&tbnh=120&tbnw=120&prev=/images?q=backup+hard+drive+funny&gbv=2&svnum=10&hl=en


I probably don’t have to tell you all to pack lots of memory. There’s nothing like running out of each at the 

wrong time. Remember CD’s or backup drives. I carry a portable hard drive to back up my cards every 

night.  

 

 

 

FILTERS:    BREAKTHROUGH FILTERS – 

After many years of using Singh-Ray 

Filters I have replaced them with 

those from Breakthrough 

Photography. Here’s the details. Bob 

Singh and I were close friends. He 

was a master in filter producing and 

made the best ones available. 

Unfortunately, Bob passed away last 

December. 

 In my opinion the quality in production has gone down and the company is in disarray. At the same time 

I began trying polarizers and ND filters from Breakthrough Photography. I was amazed that these 

products exceeded the quality coming from Singh Ray (no color shift and great construction). I can say 

enough about these products. Many more products from Breakthrough Photography are on the way. 

Graduated ND’s made of temperate glass are now available. Their cost of their products is minimal for 

what you are receiving in return. These folks really have it together. 

You can access Breakthrough by clicking HERE . I cannot recommend these products strongly enough 

http://breakthrough.photography/?rfsn=721008.31844
http://breakthrough.photography/?rfsn=721008.31844
http://breakthrough.photography/?rfsn=721008.31844
http://breakthrough.photography/?rfsn=721008.31844
http://breakthrough.photography/?rfsn=721008.31844
http://breakthrough.photography/?rfsn=721008.31844


TRIPOD: Bring the heaviest tripod you want to carry. A tripod is helpful in lots of ways! A good tripod is 

necessary especially with longer lenses / heavier equipment. 

As my good friend Bill Fortney says…. “There are two kinds of tripods, those that are easy to carry, 

and good ones” 

 

BATTERIES AND CHARGERS 

Bring spare camera batteries(LOTS!)  if you have them, Also REMEMBER YOUR CHARGERS.  

 

MISC. EQUIPMENT (not in order of importance)  

FLASHLIGHT or HEADLAMP:  

If you have headlamps bring it. Though not 100% necessary on this workshop, they might come in 

handy. (Most outdoor stores & sporting goods stores have them). A good flashlight is very handy as well.  

DUST and RAIN PROTECTION: (Just in Case) 

Camera & Lens protection from rain, water spray & dust etc. 

Yes ifit rains we will be out in it (unless its really bad! When you are out in bad weather try using the 

STORM JACKET  to protect your gear! I (Jack) personally use and really like the Storm Jacket products. 

However, there are many other good quality products out there that work equally as well. 

 

I use the Fuji XT-2 system. The shower caps in your hotel rooms work quite well! 

Having said that I also use THE BIG  2.5 GALLON BAGS BY HEFTY  or these 3 GALLON BAGS BY HEFTY---In 

a pinch I go to my local Target store. They have a good selection of big Hefty bags. 

( the 3 gallon bags  are really overkill but can probable cover your camera bag as well in case rain 

http://www.amazon.com/Vortex-Jacket-Camera-Medium-Measuring/dp/B000EY65UG
http://www.amazon.com/Hefty-Gallon-Jumbo-Bags-16ct/dp/B003PM3RR8/ref=sr_sp-atf_title_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1369768427&sr=8-1&keywords=HEFTY+2+GALLON+BAGS
http://www.amazon.com/Ziploc-Double-Zipper-XX-Large-3-Count/dp/B003U6FMOK/ref=sr_sp-atf_title_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1369768351&sr=8-1&keywords=HEFTY+3+GALLON+BAGS
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ccrane.com/images/medium/petzl-tikka-xp-led-headlamp.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.ccrane.com/more-categories/outdoor-gear/petzl-tikka-xp-led-headlamp.aspx&h=250&w=250&sz=21&hl=en&start=16&tbnid=pQmk9WrzC-Jj7M:&tbnh=111&tbnw=111&prev=/images?q=headlamp&gbv=2&svnum=10&hl=en


 

And to clean your lenses I use these CLOTHS by 3M they are great and will NOT scratch your glass 

 

THE HOODMAN:  

The Hoodman Loupe makes checking for sharpness a breeze 

 

This loupe eliminates the glare when viewing your LCD outside. You can purchase this through 

Outdoorphotogear as well. Click on THIS link to view all the Hood man products. 

©John Pedersen 

MISC: 

Cable Release and Lens Hoods ….  Swiss Army Knife or Leatherman ….  Jeweler’s screwdrivers 

Blower for Dust (see below) …. Lens cleaning tissue …. Thermos 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000PEZ8BC/ref=oh_details_o08_s00_i00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
http://www.hoodmanusa.com/products.asp?dept=1017
http://www.outdoorphotogear.com/
http://www.outdoorphotogear.com/store/_search.php?page=1&q=hoodman


 DON’T FORGET A GOOD RELIABLE ALARM CLOCK!   

My Source for Equipment 

 

 

For accessories, I recommend dealing with OUTDOOR PHOTO GEAR (click on the banner). These folks 

sell ONLY accessories and have the biggest selection anywhere. You’ll find things here not available in 

your local camera store. There are great folks as well. Click on the banner and you will be amazed.  

 

DEPOSIT INFORMATION: 

A DEPOSIT OF APPROX. 3000.00 (around ½ TRIP COST) IS GOING TO BE DUE SOMETIME in MID MARCH 

2018. I am waiting on instructions from our outfitter. I’ll keep you posted! 

Balance is due by July 10, 2018 

 

Thanks everyone. As always please contact my office for more 

information: 

EMAIL   or 

503-625-1430 

 

Thanks again, 

Jack Graham & John Pedersen 

mailto:jack@jackgrahamphoto.com
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://sweetclipart.com/multisite/sweetclipart/files/alarm_clock_red.png&imgrefurl=http://sweetclipart.com/red-alarm-clock-design-1851&h=4669&w=5026&tbnid=bnNHNARfxKrosM:&zoom=1&docid=y0A9juLBmvqP9M&ei=Iob_U5GQCsmjyASg44D4DA&tbm=isch&ved=0CFIQMyghMCE&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=344&page=1&start=0&ndsp=41
http://www.outdoorphotogear.com/132-0-1-6.html

